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Synopsis

College Admission is the ultimate user's manual and go-to guide for any student or family
approaching the college application process.A A Featuring the wise counsel of more than 50
deans of admission, no other guide has such thorough, expert, compassionate, and professional
advice. A Leta ™s be honest: applying to college can be stressful for students and parents. But
herea ™s the good news: you can get in. Robin Mamlet has been dean of admission at three of
America’s most selective colleges, and journalist and parent Christine VanDeVelde has been
through the process first hand. With this book, you will feel like you have both a dean of admission
and a parent who has been there at your side. A Inside this book, you'll find clear, comprehensive,
and expert answers to all your questions along the way to an acceptance letter:A A A A 4 ¢A The
role of extracurricular activities A A A a ¢A What it means to find a college that'’s the "right fit"

A A A a ¢A What's more important: high grades or tough courses A A A & ¢A What role does testing
play A A A a ¢A The best candidates for early admission A A A & ¢A When help from parents is too
much help A A A 4 ¢A Advice for athletes, artists, international students, and those with learning
differences A A A a ¢A How wait lists work A A A & ¢A Applying for financial aid This will be your

definitive resource during the sophomore, junior, and senior years of high school.
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Customer Reviews

"This guide can be beneficial to students of any background and at any stage of their college search



processa [Mamlet and Vandevelded ™s guidebook provides significant and helpful direction at
every stage of the college search. To reinforce their advice, they close every chapter with validation
and wisdom from experienced admission deans and high school guidance counselors. Families that
look to this guidebook will have a balanced sense of how to navigate the college search without
feeling overwhelmed. With their new knowledge, students will traverse the college application
process with a sense of ease." --A National Association for College Admission CounselingA "This
guide is a must-have resource for any student planning to enter college. No other publication offers
this level of expertise and all-encompassing, reassuring wealth of information [...]JA Whether there is
a sophomore, junior or high school student in the home, this guide will help connect the dots and
show the way to help an applicant possibly receive an acceptance letter for the college of their
choice." --A The Tuscon Citizena ceCOLLEGE ADMISSIONA avoids all stratagems for shoehorning
your child into Harvard. Instead, it shows us how to treat the app process as a chance for
self-reflection, culminating in acceptance to a school thatd ™s an authentic fit.a « -- Eli Wolfe, San
Francisco Magazine"Hurrah! An upbeat, practical book on college admissions [...]JA A it's well
organized and readable [...]JA covers the basics (getting ready, selecting colleges, the application
process, paying for school, deciding which to attend, etc.), enhanced with insights from 50 deans of
admission, high school counselors and educators. And, dare | suggest this? It is good reading for
your prospective college freshmen, too." -- Karen Horton, The Star-Ledger - NJ.com"A new college
admissions bible [...]Here is a new book jam-packed with information on every aspect of the
admissions process [...]JA College AdmissionA does what the title promises, in an accessible format
that taps the knowledge and experience of admissions directors and others involved in the process."

-- Valerie Strauss, The Washington PostA

A ROBIN MAMLET is the former dean of admission at Stanford, Swarthmore, and Sarah Lawrence,
where she made over 100,000 admission decisions. Today, she helps colleges and universities find
and select their deans of admission, leading the Enroliment Search Practice for Witt/Kieffer.
Journalist CHRISTINE VANDEVELDE’s work has appeared in theA SanA Francisco

Chronicle,A Parenting,A Self, andA USAA Today.

As a current high school junior, it's sometimes frustrating and difficult to pull together all this
information for colleges. And a lot of guidebooks are written for the middle 50% of the market, so
students who want to apply to more selective or liberal arts schools are left out.And that's why |

recommend this book. Unlike other review books, this one gave advice on getting into all types of



colleges. It differentiated admission advice for selective colleges (such as Harvard and Duke) vs.
other colleges (such as state colleges). That’s really helpful to me because | plan on applying to
more selective schools and the generic info in guidebooks weren’t cutting it for me.l thoroughly
recommend this book because | definitely learned something new about the admission process in
every page and it definitely gave me ideas on how to set up my applications. It gives a lot of good
advice on how to make your activities and even the smallest hobbies application friendly. It goes
into the most important parts of the application process based on the type of schools your applying
to, financial aid, college visits, testing, transferring, making decisions once you’re accepted, as well
as providing charts and checklists to help guide you through the process.So from a current high
school junior who is in the top 5% of her class, | can tell you that this book helps. This is the one
guide that literally works for everybody. | plan on referring to it for the rest of the year as | plan my
events and applications as well as through senior year as | make my decisions and sit through

interviews. | may even leave it for my younger sister to use when her time comes. It's that helpful.

My daughter and | are about to embark her college applications. For the past 3 years | have tried to
get my hands on a book that had everything | need in it in one place. My shelf is lined with college
essay books and how-to-get-in books, but even though | could get snippets of info from these
books, | grew frustrated that there wasn’t one with all the info | was needing to do this application
process confidently. Then | found this book. It could easily replace all the other books on my shelf!lt
starts off with info for 9th and 10th graders and getting organized for the next 4 years, but even if
your child is already a senior like mine, its not too late to get this book. For those embarking on their
high school trek, or those starting their apps, the information on taking APs, Honors and IB classes
will either guide you through the next 4 years, or make you feel confident about the choices you've
(hopefully) made thus far. You'll learn about extracurrics and what schools are looking for and how
to prepare for the SAT/ACT and what to do if you already choked on them.The book then guides
you through choosing the right college for you through rankings, costs and college visits. By page
171, it is time to jump into the water with both feet and start the process of actually applying. It
guides you step by step. It would be difficult to miss anything with this book as your guide.l suppose
one thing | like about this book is that it is written by the former Dean of Admissions at Stanford.
This woman knows her stuff. The co-author is a journalist and mom who has been where you are
right now. She gets that this whole thing is nerve-wracking and overwhelming. The book is filled with
insight from admission reps all over the country from a variety of schools. Every chapter has input

from reps that really tell you what it is they are looking for, what they like, what they don’t like, and



who appeals to them the most. I've had my book 2 weeks and it is already dog-eared and well
broken in. It has given me a lot of comfort on those nights | begin to wonder if my kid even has a
shot at any of the schools to which she is applying, and the answer is yes, she really does.This

book is worth every penny!

This book was recommended by an acquaintance who is a college counselor at high achieving prep
school. It has been very helpful in planning. There is some information which might be common
sense to some but the book validates those assumptions and then gives weight to them or takes
some away. Love the feedback from admission personnel the book shared. My high schooler
benefitted from reading them. With all the undue pressure going around, its useful to see the word

of reason in writing.

| have read dozens of college-related books in the past 4 years, and this one ranks the highest by
far. Written by industry experts and the authors got a lot of top talent to contribute. Full of real-life
advice and useful information that is actually true (I fact-checked this against some other info).l read
parts of it out loud to my junior on the plane en route to a college tour, and she actually listened!
Humor is always appreciated, and these authors use it without going overboard.Great information,

well-presented. A must-read!

| am a certified educational planner and refer to this college admissions manual continuously. It
gives great context about every single aspect of the admissions process. The insight from the
Deans of Admissions from different colleges gives this book such rich perspective making it a true

gem - a must-have for every college-bound teen and every counselor.Thank you for this book.

Provides excellent advice from admissions experts. College admissions requirements are varied
and often a challenge to try to figure out. This books does a fine job of clearing the fog for students

and parents.

Superb book that eased my parental anxieties and has proven very helpful to my college-applicant
daughter. Even though it was published in 2011, it is *not* dated (something | worried about). Sure,
it will probably need an update by 2020 or so, but most of the info is not very time-sensitive to begin

with.
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